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FACT SHEET - 40 MILLION MORNINGS 
A distinctive landmark to celebrate the arrival and 
departure of visitors to our Home of the Arts pays homage 
to our city’s extensive waterways.

The J-shaped landing of the green bridge into HOTA will be 
wrapped with a striking three-dimensional façade over Evandale 
Lake titled 40 Million Mornings. 

The folded form and golden hue represents the colour of the sun 
on the Nerang River over the past 40 million mornings, responding 
to the water theme selected by HOTA.

It was designed using three-dimensional software by creative duo 
Warren Langley and Jess Austin who worked in conjunction with 
the bridge contractor, Georgiou Brady Joint Venture, to develop 
the look and feel.

A total of 26 modules of 4mm thick anodised aluminium are used 
to create the facade. 

The facade will be lit at night, creating a striking beacon that will 
be reflected on the lake.

Green bridge landing over Evandale Lake concept design for 40 Million Mornings.
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The City’s wholly owned arts institution 
HOTA took the lead on defining the vision 
for the southern landing of the bridge over 
Evandale Lake. 

The vision celebrates the gateway to the 
precinct and creates an elegant landmark.

The brief draws on the water elements 
of the City of Gold Coast motto “Terra 
Fluminum et Oceani” meaning Land of 
Rivers and Oceans.

The brief was to celebrate the coast’s 
intrinsic relationship with its waterbodies, 
sub-tropical storms and the significant role 
of water in local natural ecosystems. The 
southern landing is a pivotal point for the 
journey across the Nerang River and has 
a strong connection to the lake within the 
HOTA precinct.

HOTA and the City Architect worked with 
GBJV to ensure the proposal met the 

intent of the vision brief. The outcome, 40 
Million Mornings, uses the themes of water 
and open hands to underpin the notion of 
past, present and future.

The facade captures this intent with a daily 
cycle of change involving form, shadow, 
light and water reflection.
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40 Million Mornings concept design.

THE VISION

Anodising process
The golden colour of the cladding 
is achieved through an anodising 
process. 

The electrochemical process 
converts the surface of the sheeting 
in a durable coloured finish that is 
fully integrated with the aluminium 
substrate. 

It is not a surface application, thereby 
providing long term durability.

The external cladding is mounted on 
marine-grade aluminium framing that 
is affixed to the pre-cast concrete and 
concrete parapet wall of the bridge.


