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Welcome to the Gold Coast Health and  
Knowledge Precinct

Asia-Pacific’s emerging health and innovation hub, the  

200 hectare Gold Coast Health and Knowledge Precinct (GCHKP)  

is a unique global business destination for high-tech industry, 

research collaboration and creating the jobs of the future.

Supported by $5 billion in modern health, education and transport 

infrastructure and equipped with ultra-high speed fibre, the GCHKP 

will contribute to the economic transformation of Australia’s leading 

lifestyle city. In 2019 the gross revenue generated by the GCHKP is 

over $5.9 billion and supports the employment of over 21,000 within 

the Gold Coast City economy.

This GCHKP is home to the world-class Griffith University, the 

Queensland Academy of Health Sciences, Gold Coast University 

Hospital and Gold Coast Private Hospital. The GCHKP already 

supports the education of over 20,000 tertiary students and  

directly employs over 14,900 people (11,500 FTE equivalent), 

including over 1,000 researchers. The GCHKP is highly connected  

by the Gold Coast light rail network, bus services and recent major 

road network upgrades.

The Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games athletes village was 

strategically positioned within the GCHKP. This now leaves a lasting 

legacy in the form of an exciting mixed-use development providing 

accommodation for 2,500 residents in Australia’s first built-to-rent 

community known as the ‘Smith Collective’. Within this development, 

a range of new retail offerings continue to be established.

Alongside these anchor tenants is the Cohort Innovation Space, 

a co-working and events hub, developing the Gold Coast’s next 

generation of innovators. Cohort is also home to the Gold Coast 

University Hospital Centre for Digital Healthcare, creating technology 

based solutions for the health sector and the Griffith University 

Innovation Centre, providing students with knowledge  

and connections to support entrepreneurship.

The Southport Sharks provides the GCHKP with a premier sports, 

entertainment and leisure destination, including the new Mantra at 

Sharks Hotel.

With a combination of expertise, infrastructure, world class 

public institutions, curated public spaces and enviable lifestyle 

opportunities, the GCHKP welcomes future investment within 

Lumina, 9.5 hectares of development ready land right in the heart 

of the GCHKP. Once fully developed, employment is expected to 

increase by another 12,000+ workers and contribute an additional 

$1.3 billion to GRP, making the GCHKP a powerful economic hub for 

the Gold Coast and the state of Queensland.

Griffith University has committed over $80 million to create the 

Advanced Design and Prototyping Technologies Institute (ADaPT), 

with this development already attracting interest from private 

sector partners. A range of other infrastructure projects are being 

significantly progressed, including the Childcare Center of Excellence.

The GCHKP represents a smart investment in one of Australia’s 

fastest growing major cities and a lifestyle offering second to none.
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Gold Coast 2022
Gold Coast 2022 supports the implementation of the  

City Vision – ‘Inspired by lifestyle. Driven by opportunity’.  

It describes the outcomes the City of Gold Coast is working 

towards, the key plans and programs and signature actions 

aimed to deliver in the next few years.

Gold Coast 2022 is structured around three themes – 

Place, Prosperity and People:

The best Place to live, visit and stay  

– describing the city and how it will look.

Prosperity built on a strong diverse economy 

 – describing jobs and opportunities people will have.

People contribute to a strong community spirit  

– describing the city, its culture and people coming together.

Each theme has a number of outcomes painting a picture 

of what we want to see, and each outcome is supported 

by performance measures that help understand progress 

toward achieving this picture over the life of the plan.  

Each theme also lists signature actions that identify what  

will be underway by 2022. 

The Building our City project assists in the delivery of  

Gold Coast 2022 by demonstrating the changes occurring 

in specific parts of the city over time.
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Griffith University

Queensland Academy 
of Health Sciences

Queensland Government – 
Cohort Innovation Space

Gold Coast 
Private Hospital

Queensland Government – 
Lumina commercial land 

sites for development
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Institute for Glycomics 
established at Griffith 
University – the only 
institute of its kind in 

Australia and one of only 
six in the world.

The City of Gold Coast identified and 
endorsed the 200 hectare Gold Coast 
Health and Knowledge Precinct as a  

key economic zone for the future  
of the Gold Coast.

Queensland Academy of Health 
Sciences opens – a state-of-the-art 
secondary school of excellence for 

talented students. 

Timeline
The GCHKP has emerged and grown since the turn of the century with significant 

health, education, transport, digital, public open space, residential and retail 

infrastructure, providing the foundation for a world-class innovation precinct.

Precinct Project Office established by City of  
Gold Coast, Griffith University, Gold Coast Health 
and Queensland Government to facilitate future 

development and investment in GCHKP.

Master plan established for 9.5 hectares of  
health and knowledge greenfield land, identifying 

end user research, commercial, business and 
industry opportunities. This is now named Lumina.

Construction commences on the  
Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games 

Athletes Village. 

Gold Coast Private Hospital opens 
and Stage 2 expansion begins.

Gold Coast Private Hospital opens and 
Stage 2 expansion begins.
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The $1.76 billion Gold Coast University 
Hospital opens – one of Australia’s  
largest teaching hospitals and the  

first university-named hospital.

The $150 million Griffith Health Centre and Griffith Health 
Institute (now Menzies Health Institute Queensland) opens – 

a world class multi-disciplinary research and education facility 
with a focus on chronic disease prevention and treatment.

Parklands Priority Development Area (PDA) was declared 
within the GCHKP by the State Government to provide a 

vision for the site and enable delivery of the Games Village.

Griffith University School of Business building 
opens – the 57kW Solar Array on the 7-storey 

building’s roof provides approximately 25 per cent 
of the building’s net power consumption. 

Gold Coast light rail operational with two stops 
within the GCHKP along a 13km transport route 

connecting with the Southport CBD.

Cohort Innovation Space,  
co-working and innovation space 
established, providing the facility 
to support the Gold Coast’s next 

generation of entrepreneurs.

Stage 2 Light Rail opens 
connecting GCHKP to heavy rail.

Construction of Gold Coast 
2018 Commonwealth Games 

Athletes Village complete.

Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth 
Games staged successfully.  

The Athletes Village transformed into 
the Smith Collective, a new mixed use 

resident and retail development.

Residents start moving into the 
Smith Collective, with a range of 
retail businesses also opening.

Griffith University announces ADaPT 
(Advanced Design and Protoype 

Technologies Institute) will be 
constructed within Lumina.

2017 2018 2019
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Strategic direction for the Gold Coast  
Health and Knowledge Precinct
The City of Gold Coast’s strategic positioning of the GCHKP almost  

20 years ago has been well founded. Already employing a workforce 

over 14,900, the Precinct is on track to generate employment of 

over 26,000 people, with a workforce largely immune from the 

City’s traditional economic fluctuations. This, together with the 

commercialisation and export of research outputs, will have a 

significant impact on the city’s economy. 

The success of the GCHKP also serves to strengthen the city’s 

reputation in the new jobs economy and provides the city with 

the necessary skills to plan, influence and promote other future 

specialised employment precincts in other key locations in the city. 

The investment into the health and knowledge sectors have resulted 

in these sectors now overtaking tourism as the highest source of 

employment for the Gold Coast. 

The GCHKP also has its challenges. In recent times a range of 

announcements and development activity in Australia have been 

aimed at creating precincts with similarities to the GCHKP, providing 

significant potential competitors both nationally and internationally. 

To address this, the GCHKP Investment Attraction Strategy is 

focused on aligning industry sector and investment targets to the 

current and emerging research and clinical global strengths of the 

GCHKP partners to ensure a viable and compelling value proposition 

for investment and location within the GCHKP. 

Unlike the past decade when the capital investment was largely 

public, the next decade is focused on attracting the correct private 

sector investments together with ongoing government support. At 

the contemporary convergence of health, science and engineering 

and empowered by digital technology, researchers, clinicians and 

companies collaborate at the cutting-edge of innovation. This 

modern, multi-disciplinary approach positions the GCHKP to 

deliver next-generation medicine, advanced manufacturing, and 

comprehensive innovation in preventative health care.

Business opportunities include greenfield development ready sites 

in flexible lot sizes as well as tenancy options, with pathways for 

collaboration including clinical trials, supply chain opportunities, 

research and commercial joint ventures and training.

The GCHKP is focused on furthering its reputation as a health and 

medical conference and training hub, attracting medical tourism 

to the Gold Coast. With world-class professionals undertaking 

specialised simulation training in dedicated facilities, supported 

by a broad range of event facilities and the new Mantra at Sharks 

hotel, the GCHKP can further its reputation as a medical training, 

innovation and conference hub.

The following provides an overview of recent achievements by the 

Precinct Partners, working together to create the Asia-Pacific’s 

emerging health and innovation hub.
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GCHKP Partner 
Queensland Government – Lumina

Lumina, the Queensland Government’s 9.5 hectare development 

ready land is a premium commercial cluster based within the GCHKP.

Economic Development Queensland (EDQ) is working with some 

of Australia’s leading property developers, built form and design 

innovators to deliver spaces which enable diverse and flexible 

purchase and leasing opportunities for start-up, small to medium 

enterprise and established businesses.

Lumina offers occupants a range of options from office accommodation 

and medical suits to turnkey laboratories with adaptable layouts and 

flexible cost structures to support the funding models and growth 

trajectory of next-generation life sciences, health and technology 

related businesses.

In 2018 Griffith University identified a development opportunity for the 

first of 16 lots available for health and knowledge investment. This 

$80 million Advanced Design & Prototyping Technologies Institute 

(ADaPT) 2.0 is currently in planning approval and design phase. 

ADaPT, which opened a first-stage industry showcase facility on the 

Griffith University campus in March 2018 (ADaPT 1.0), is an industry-

focused engagement platform specialising in advanced design, new 

materials and 3D printing technologies for cutting-edge biomedical 

applications and to support innovation in a range of industries including 

health, manufacturing, construction, marine, aviation, mining and more.

In 2019 a second development in a Childcare Centre of Excellence 

was approved as well as the opening of Cohort Innovation Space 

(featured on page 16).

City of Gold Coast

In 1999 the Gold Coast City Council began its investigations into 

developing a world class intellectual neighbourhood centred around 

the Griffith University campus (finalised in 2001).  As one the largest 

local authorities in Australia, the City has capability and capacity to 

be a significant contributor to the successful development of this 

emerging innovation district.  

The City has been instrumental in ensuring the locality is well 

serviced with first class public infrastructure. Over the past decade 

the City has made significant investments in light rail, contributions 

to the development of the 2018 Commonwealth Games Athletes 

Village, funding support for research partnerships, investment 

attraction incentives, ongoing maintenance of the significant 

public domain assets including regional parks, high speed 

telecommunication infrastructure and business district streetscapes. 

The GCHKP plays an important role in diversifying the employment 

profile of the City, is the key engine in developing a highly skilled 

workforce for many of the Gold Coast’s future jobs and providing 

an exciting destination for future jobs growth, investment and 

innovation collaborations.

Artist impression of a fully activated GCHKP in the years ahead
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GCHKP Partner 
Griffith University

Griffith University is a comprehensive research intensive university 

of influence in the Asia-Pacific, ranked in the top 2 per cent of 

universities globally and 37th in the world for universities under  

50 years old. Its future-focused degrees are developed in 

consultation with industry, based on cutting-edge research,  

and taught by Australia’s most awarded teachers.

With 50,000 students across five campuses in Southeast 

Queensland, Griffith University’s Gold Coast campus is its largest  

and most modern, catering to over 20,000 students, including  

7,500 health students, supporting a highly skilled workforce for the 

GCHKP in the years to come. Griffith University is one of Australia’s 

fastest growing university campuses with over $500 million in facilities 

developed since 2005.

With over 1,700 experts conducting research across all major 

academic disciplines, the 2018 Excellence in Research for Australia 

results highlight Griffith University’s performance at world standard or 

above across more than 59 different disciplines. 

The 2018 results represent a doubling of the number of fields in 

which Griffith University performs research at the very highest 

level globally as compared to the 2015 rankings. Griffith University 

researchers are well connected and collaborative, with over 5,000 

national partners and over 200 international research agreements.

Griffith University is widely acknowledged for its strengths in health 

and boasts the $150 million state-of-the-art Griffith Health Centre, 

home to the Menzies Health Institute Queensland, with almost 750 

researchers and research students, as well as the world-leading 

Institute for Glycomics, with over 200 researchers and more than 

$100 million in research funding since opening and currently has a 

promising Malaria vaccine in second-stage human clinical trials. 

Griffith University engages collaboratively with business, industry,  

government and community organisations through a commercial arm 

known as Griffith Enterprise.
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GCHKP Partner 
Gold Coast University Hospital

Gold Coast Hospital and Health Service (Gold Coast Health) is a 

world-class provider of public healthcare services through innovation 

and patient centred care. One of the fastest growing health services 

in Australia, Gold Coast Health delivers a broad range of secondary 

and tertiary health services from 13 community facilities, two  

major allied health precincts and three hospitals, including the  

Gold Coast University Hospital (GCUH), located within the GCHKP. 

GCUH opened in 2013, comprising 870 funded hospital overnight 

and day-only beds, including 77 mental health beds, 73 emergency 

department bays, 36 paediatric beds and 27 maternity beds.*  

GCUH provides modern, world-class tertiary hospital care, with  

over 70 per cent private rooms.

High-level services include surgery, trauma, general and 

specialist medicine, maternity and intensive neonatal care, 

aged and dementia care, emergency medicine, intensive 

care, cardiology, mental health, outpatients, environmental 

health and public health services and more.

Gold Coast Health is the city’s largest employer. In 2018–19 it  

had an annual budget of $1.575 billion and employed more than 

9,500 staff, 71 per cent of whom were employed in clinical roles.  

It is estimated over 7,500 of these employees work at the GCUH.

GCUH has extensive expertise in emergency and trauma 

management and operates the busiest emergency department 

in Australia. The hospital has a strong paediatric service, 

including specialist paediatric emergency care.

Research is conducted across a wide variety of clinical and 

non-clinical areas, translating directly into improved patient 

care on both a local and global scale. In 2018, 244 researchers 

were active on 159 research projects involving almost 1500 

patients and 76 national and international partnerships. 

The Children’s Emergency Department opened at GCUH, 

with over 5000 births now being delivered each year.

Newsweek, in partnership with Statista released rankings for 

the Best Hospitals in Australia, with the GCUH ranking 6th.

*Source - Queensland Government – Queensland Health – GCUH Performance Website
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GCHKP Partner 
Gold Coast Private Hospital

Gold Coast Private Hospital (GCPH) is a modern world-class 

facility comprising 314 beds and 21 operating theatres, offering 

a 24-hour emergency care centre, intensive care unit, day 

oncology unit, special care nursery and rehabilitation centre.

Opened in March 2016 and operated by Healthscope, stage 

two of the hospital development was fast tracked due to strong 

demand from patients and doctors. The $50 million expansion 

completed in 2018 included a day surgery centre and a new 

30-bed ward catering to urology and bariatric patients.

One of the most modern private hospitals in Australia, GCPH 

offers a 24-hour emergency care center and medical specialties 

including neurosurgery, cardiology, oncology, urology, orthopaedics, 

gynaecology, renal, paediatrics and maternity. GCPH’s comprehensive 

range of surgical and medical services are backed by the latest 

in equipment, including robotic technology, as well as two 

cardiac catheterisation laboratories and a state-of-the-art hybrid 

theatre. It offers an extensive range of cardiac procedures.

GCPH is the only private hospital in Queensland to provide acute 

medical care in the home and the facility is supported by onsite 

imaging, pathology and pharmacy.
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GCHKP Partner 
Smith Collective

Smith Collective is Australia’s first build-to-rent community developed 

in the transformation of the former Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth 

Games Athletes Village and officially launched in October 2018. 

Residents began living in the Smith Collective in early 2019.

Set to be home to 2500 residents, the pet-friendly renter’s community 

features 1251 apartments and townhouses, surrounded by seven 

hectares of parkland, including a community centre, rooftop terrace, 

BBQs, four pools, gym and fitness areas and a running track, 

complimented by 6280m2 retail precinct offering a dynamic mix of 

boutique retailers. Woolworths, BWS, barber and hair salons and a 

range of cafes and restaurants are already open with space for 

another five retailers. Smith Collective is now a lively community with 

residents enjoying a vibrant lifestyle and a range of events and 

complimentary exercise programs. 

The 532 one bedroom apartments (of which 172 are accessible) 

and the 637 two-bedroom, two-bathroom apartments are spread 

over 18 tower blocks, while 82 two-storey townhouses offer three 

bedrooms and two bathrooms.

Bringing the emerging trend in the United States and Europe of 

long-term, stable renting to Australia for the first time, global real 

estate innovators JLL manage the community rental pool, continuing 

to provide residents with a unique lifestyle and opportunity to live in  

an amazing space.
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GCHKP Partner 
Cohort Innovation Space

Cohort is a co-working and innovation space that is home to 

health and technology startups, entrepreneurs, innovative thinkers, 

creatives, researchers and students.

Cohort launched in 2019 with the long-term goal of building a world-

class innovation space that will empower health and technology 

growth on the Gold Coast.

Cohort operates in three buildings with over 2500m2 of internal 

space which includes 46 co-working desks, 11 private offices with 

a further 36 desks, three PC1 and PC2 scientific research labs, 

three meeting rooms, two boardrooms, a 120 person event space, 

podcast studio, commercial coffee machine, bike racks, showers 

and end-of-trip facilities.

Both Griffith University and the Gold Coast University Hospital  

are co-located in Cohort, which allows a direct pathway for 

entrepreneurs and the startup community to engage with  

these institutions.

In May 2019, the Gold Coast University Hospital established the 

Centre for Digital Healthcare – a place where clinicians, IT experts 

and industry partners can collaborate to create new digital solutions 

in healthcare.

In November 2019, Griffith University officially opened Griffith 

Innovation Centre, a highly adaptable teaching, prototyping and 

events space designed to bring together students from all disciplines, 

staff and wider industry to deliver best practice innovation and 

enterprise learning.
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GCHKP Partner 
Southport Sharks 

Hosting over one-million visitors annually, Southport Sharks 

is the Gold Coast’s premier sports, entertainment and leisure 

precinct. Established in 1961, Southport Sharks occupies 

10,000m2 within the GCHKP and employs over 291 people. 

Serving the community and its 50,000 members, the club 

has an extensive history of offering a variety of entertainment 

and dining options to complement the successful Australian 

Rules Football club with five eateries and a range of bars. 

On-site accommodation facilities are available in the $25 million  

hotel, Mantra at Sharks (further detail adjacent). The 2000m2,  

24/7 fitness centre is one of the largest gyms on the Gold Coast and 

is complemented by high-standard AFL playing fields. Capping off the 

facilities includes a kid’s club, gaming, and free daily entertainment.

Mantra at Sharks

Mantra at Sharks hotel opened in March 2018 offering 120-rooms, 

with 209 complimentary car spaces. The hotel is located within 

the GCHKP and within walking distance of all precinct partners 

providing the ideal accommodation location for people visiting the 

GCHKP. The hotel features 82 King Rooms, 30 Queen Rooms, 

eight Suites and rooms specifically built for accessible needs. 

Adjoining the Southport Sharks, Mantra at Sharks benefits from 

the existing meeting, dining and entertainment facilities and offers 

its own distinctive entertaining space in the Aviary Rooftop Bar.

Within its first year, Mantra at Sharks welcomed over 23,000 guests.
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Place
Australia’s leading lifestyle city, the Gold Coast stretches along 

57km of coastline, with a growing population of approximately 

620,518 residents in 2019 (ABS ERP 2019). Beyond the city’s 

beautiful beaches and waterways are extensive sub-tropical 

rainforests offering breathtaking scenery.

As a linear city, the Gold Coast is characterised by distinctive 

and unique communities, including the Southport CBD, Surfers 

Paradise (the principal tourist and entertainment precinct) and 

Robina (a key business and retail hub). 

The GCHKP forms part of this unique web of centres, providing 

the city with an integrated centre for health and knowledge 

creation, research and innovation. 

Paramount to the future success of the GCHKP as a major 

urban centre, it will be characterised by a number of key 

elements, including: quality transport options, diverse land 

uses, human scale, quality housing and lifestyle amenity. 
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2016 2724
2017 1736
2018 1884
2019 2208

2014–15 1636
2015–16 1828
2016–17 1908
2017–18 2240
2018–19 2556

Light Rail Stage 2
The City of Gold Coast is investing in a world-class public transportation system, with an extensive light rail corridor 

connecting people to places across the City. Stage 2 extends this coverage and now connects the GCHKP with  

light and heavy rail to Brisbane.

Overview 
Gold Coast Light Rail Stage 2 commenced passenger 

services on the 18 December 2017. Stage 2 links 

Southport’s Gold Coast University Hospital station to 

Helensvale heavy rail station, providing a one-transfer 

journey between Gold Coast and the capital Brisbane. 

This stage has a capacity for 3000 passengers per hour. 

The construction phase supported up to 1000 new 

direct and indirect jobs in the local construction industry. 

Stage 2 expands the Gold Coast Light Rail adding:

• three new light rail stations – Helensvale, Parkwood 
and Parkwood East 

• 1400 car spaces in two park ‘n’ ride facility at 
Parkwood and Helensvale, with a kiss ‘n’ ride set 
down area and facilities for taxis, motorcycles and 
accessible parking

• four new trams 
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CASE STUDY

2016 2685
2019 2221

Melia Court

2016 4694
2019 5919

Hollows Way

2016 10,963
2019 11,681

Parklands Drive 
(east of Olsen Avenue)

2016 7429
2019 6406

Parklands Drive 
(north of Smith Street)

2016 n/a
2019 3925

Hospital Boulevard 
(between Smith Street 
and Knowledge Street)

TRAFFIC COUNTS 
VEHICLES PER DAY (Note: traffic counts undertaken in August 2019)

PEDESTRIANS

Parklands Drive 
(100m east of Olsen Avenue)

2016 3156
2017 4914
2018 4944
2019 4566

 

Griffith University Bridge 
over Smith Street

2016–18 n/a
2019 1284

 

Village Way (intersection of 
Frazier and Itzstein Streets)

LIGHT RAIL PASSENGERS

Gold Coast University Hospital 
Light Rail Station

AVERAGE DAILY BOARDINGS

/01
Transport

Access to, from and around the area is a key component of the future success of the 
GCHKP. The precinct has excellent vehicle access to the M1 Motorway, Smith Street 
and Olsen Avenue and also is also well served by public transport including buses and 
the recently extended Gold Coast Light Rail system. Pedestrians are also well catered for 
throughout the GCHKP.

Method
The City of Gold Coast undertakes regular pedestrian counts at multiple sites across 
the city. For each year indicated the numbers consist of the total number of pedestrians 
across a consecutive Friday and Saturday from 10am to 10pm. TransLink provides the 
City with patronage data. The City undertakes regular traffic counts and monitoring at 
sites across the city.

Key findings 2016–2019
Pedestrian numbers have remained relatively stable, with a decrease along Parklands 
Drive near Olsen Avenue and an increase crossing the Griffith University Bridge over  
Smith Street. Light Rail daily boardings at GCUH station have increased 22 per cent over 
the period 2015/16 to 2017/18.

In terms of traffic there have been increases on Hollows Way and Parklands Drive near 
Olsen Avenue, but decreases on Melia Court and Parklands Drive near Smith Street. The 
new signalised intersection at Smith Street and Hospital Boulevard is providing improved 
access into and out of the Precinct.
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2019

7594 TOTAL

2730
2019

GRIFFITH  
UNIVERSITY

2240
2019

GOLD COAST  
UNIVERSITY  
HOSPITAL

760
2019

GOLD COAST  
PRIVATE  
HOSPITAL

1455
2019

SMITH  
COLLECTIVE

1000
2019

SOUTHPORT  
SHARKS

91% 
2015 

89%
2017

BY CAR/MOTORBIKE

3% 
2015 

2%
2017

BY BIKE

1% 
2015 

1%
2017

WALK

5% 
2015 

8%
2017

BY PUBLIC TRANSPORT

/02
Travel to work  
and car parking

The availability of adequate and affordable car parking 
is vital to the economic and operational stability of the 
Precinct. Balanced with public transport improvements and 
active travel options, this support the growing residential 
population of the Precinct and creates a vibrant place for 
people to live, work and play.

Method
Travel to work survey undertaken for Gold Coast University 
Hospital in late 2017.
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FOOTPATHS  
AND PATHWAYS
2016

18,000 
metres

2019

24,600 
metres

ROAD  
CROSSINGS

PEDESTRIAN 
CROSSING

MID-BLOCK  
LINKS

TRAFFIC  
LIGHTS

2019

39
2019

24

2019

8

2016

32
2016

22

2019

65
2016

56

OVERPASS / 
FOOTBRIDGE

2019

2
2016

2
2016

5

/03
Movement

Greater connectivity allows a high number of movement 
and access connections between places, making them 
more accessible.

A wayfinding strategy for the GCHKP is currently being 
developed, with the aim to simplify and rationalise existing 
signage whilst recognising all the range of stakeholders 
within the Precinct.

Method
Map publically accessible pathways, mid-block links that 
are either open 24 hours or available when the building is 
publically accessible.

Map pedestrian road crossings including traffic signalled 
crossings, marked pedestrian crossings and pedestrian 
overpass/bridges.

Key findings 2016–2019
With the opening up of the Commonwealth Games 
village for residential and commercial use there has been 
a significant increase in high quality footpaths and road 
crossing points. New mid-block links have also been 
created as buildings have been constructed.
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442 
2016 

684
2019

/04
Open spaces

Adequate and effective public open space and public 
seating encourages and contributes to a vibrant human 
scale of an urban place. 

The provision of public open space complements and 
enhances an urban place, improving the natural green 
amenity and encouraging an active outdoor lifestyle. Open 
spaces provide opportunities for informal meetings and 
chance encounters, leading to collaboration and exchange 
of knowledge. Adequate public seating can further 
enhance the public realm by providing people with a place 
to rest and socialise. 

Method
Map the location of accessible open spaces. Count and 
map the location of public seats. 

Key findings 2016–2019
There has been an increase in the public space available 
throughout the precinct with the opening of the Village 
Heart (see pages 24–25) and the widened footpaths 
along Nexus Way. The number and public seats has also 
increased by more than 50 per cent to 684.

PUBLIC SEATS
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Environmental values for GCHKP
The GCHKP is supported by environmental values of both Local and State Government significance.  

These values include endangered vegetation and habitat for threatened species.

166.57ha of vegetation

• 7.87 ha of high priority vegetation

• 22.57 ha of general priority vegetation

• 66.1 ha of regulated vegetation

3.14 ha of local wetlands and  

2.25 ha of state significant wetlands

75.82 ha of significant species areas

• 10.01 ha of local significant species areas

• 65.78 ha of state significant species areas

52.8 ha of Koala habitat area,  

7 threatened species recorded and  

25 koala sightings.
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36.6%
of the study area2019

Canopy
Cover

/05
Trees

In a subtropical climate, shade and shelter is a critical 
factor in pedestrian comfort and key element of a quality 
public realm. Street trees can reduce street temperatures, 
improve air quality, reduce stormwater runoff, improve 
water quality, promote a rich natural amenity and also 
providing significant value-adding potential to development 
and adjoining properties. 

As the GCHKP grows, there will be significant opportunities 
to increase the number of street trees and create greener 
urban spaces within the precinct.

Method
The City of Gold Coast completed the Urban Tree Canopy 
Study in 2019. Tree canopy is defined as the total area of 
all branches and leaves of a tree above 3 metres in height. 
It includes canopy on all public and private land.

Key findings 2016–2019
There is significant tree canopy cover throughout the 
precinct with 36.6% of the 216 ha area having tree canopy 
cover. More than 1600 native revegetation trees have been 
recently planted in and around the former games village 
site providing wildlife habitat and shading of  
public footpaths.

CASE STUDY
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/06
Village Heart

Located in the heart of the GCHKP, this newly created park boasts seven hectares 

of lush green space. The strategy for the site is inspired by the regional landscape’s 

evolution since Mount Warning erupted 23 million years ago. Established from the 

Priority Development Area it was inspired that the main park would have two primary 

functions including a wetland park to manage stormwater and an adjoining park for 

recreational use.

The Parklands development is centered around a new village heart, whose hero is the 

‘disc’, a sculptural element which recalls the rock formations and waterfalls of Natural 

Bridge at Springbrook National Park.The water feature also known as the disc has a 

construction cost of $3.283 million and is a significant focal piece within the precinct. 

Wrapping around the water feature and beyond is the ‘arbour’, a twisting, golden 

double helix which continues conceptually throughout the entire site: it is the DNA 

strand which ties the whole precinct together. The construction cost of the arbour 

alone was $1.435 million.

The vibrancy and dynamism embedded in the highly active water feature area is 

tempered by the more passive offer of the parkland. Open green space, picnic areas, 

shared paths and riparian zones with flexibility of use, so as to maximise the 

experiential potential of this vast asset.

This beautiful park was acquired by the City as a legacy of the Gold Coast 2018 

Commonwealth Games and will be enjoyed for generations to come.

The City have committed a dedicated onsite team to manage the ongoing 

maintenance and up keep on the grounds as well as an activations coordinator to 

ensure there are ongoing events and activations to entice the community to come, 

play and stay. 

When handed over to the City, the park as it stood was a blank canvas which required 

additional infrastructure to turn it into a viable event space. The lawn area has been re-

named for event activation purposes with the ‘Front Yard’ which is the larger of the two 

spaces boasting 3.78 acres and the ‘Back Yard’ spanning 1.29 acres. As part of the 

park upgrade, the City has already invested in the construction of a driveway to 

use as a vehicle access point to and from the lawn area, 15 umbrella footings and 

six umbrellas to use as a shading method on a semi-permanent basis, upgrade of 

the toilet block facilities, installation of doggy water bowls to accommodate the pet 

friendly apartments. Future plans of this space include installation of electrical bollards 

and potable water around the outer skirts of the lawn area to increase its attraction 

as a viable event space.

CASE STUDY
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Facilities

Village Heart has an abundance 

of facilities on offer:

• three picnic shelters

• three barbecues

• six picnic tables

• one water feature

• one public toilet block

• six semi-permanent umbrellas 

• 1 kilometre walking track with  

50m markers 

• five bike rack stations

• five drinking fountains

• 45 seats

• six dog bowl drinking stations
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10,925 
METRES OF INACTIVE EDGES

2295 
METRES OF MODERATE EDGES

1215 
METRES OF ACTIVE EDGES14,435

METRES OF TOTAL  
BUILDING EDGES IN  

GCHKP

2019

7280 
METRES OF INACTIVE EDGES

1130 
METRES OF MODERATE EDGES

585
METRES OF ACTIVE EDGES 8995

METRES OF TOTAL  
BUILDING EDGES IN  

GCHKP

2016

(6.5%) (8.5%) 

(12.5%) (16%) 

(81%) (75.5%) 

/07
Building edges

Active and vibrant building edges promote dynamic and 
interesting urban places. Lively uses such as commercial 
and retail at ground level help to bring energy and life to 
the street. 

Active edge: offers two-way visual and/or physical 
permeability at street level. The activities occurring in the 
buildings add a sense of life and diversity to the street. 

Moderate edge: provides some visual and/or physical 
access to the building, but is partially obscured by 
distance, small fences or gates, signage or the scale and 
type of glazing. 

Inactive edge: provides no visual or physical access due 
to solid walls, car parking, driveways or lack of windows 
and doors. Also includes vacant lots.

Method
Survey the level of activation of the building edges 
(rating them active, moderate or inactive). 

Key findings 2016–2019
The construction and opening of the Commonwealth 
Games village for commercial and residential development 
has greatly increased the number of building edges.  
The percentage of active and moderate edges has 
increased, due to the ‘main street’ design of Village Way 
and the openness of the surrounding apartment buildings.
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Key

Accessibility

on-road bikeways

off-road bikeways

bike racks

end of trip facilities

Stats
Bike racks:  

Gold Coast University Hospital:

200 bike spaces available for staff only

Gold Coast Private Hospital:

60 bike spaces available for staff only

Griffith University:

30 bike spaces available for staff & students only

482 bike spaces available for public use

Southport Sharks

5 bike spaces available for members

6 bike spaces available for staff

Public bike racks: 

136 bike spaces

2016

829
2019

919 TOTAL NUMBER 
OF BIKE RACKS

2016

6
2019

6 TOTAL NUMBER OF  
END OF TRIP FACILITIES

2016

8.3
2019

9.0 KM OF ON-ROAD  
BIKEWAYS

2016

13.1
2019

13.1 KM OF OFF-ROAD  
BIKEWAYS
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Bicycle routes  
and racks

The Gold Coast is a city that encourages cycling as a 
healthy, inexpensive and enjoyable way to move around. 
To meet the demands of the growing city, the City of Gold 
Coast is committed to developing an integrated bikeway 
system to help connect people and places. 

Cycling can provide easy and affordable access to and 
from the precinct for residents and visitors.

Method
The City of Gold Coast publishes the ‘Gold Coast Cycling 
Guide’ which outlines the cycle routes through the city.  
It is available at cityofgoldcoast.com.au/activetravel

Count and map the location of on and off road bicycle 
lanes and racks.

Key findings 2016–2019
76 new public bicycle racks have been provided 
throughout the former Commonwealth Games Athletes 
Village as it transforms into a commercial and residential 
precinct. 920 metres of new on-road bicycle lanes have 
been provided along Village Boulevard, Knowledge 
Street and Clarke Street which provide excellent access 
throughout and beyond the precinct.

Building our City – Gold Coast Health and Knowledge Precinct 2019 Update Report
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/09
Griffith Spine

Griffith University completed its East-West Pedestrian spine in early 2018 as an 

integral part of the Gold Coast campus Short Term Master Plan. It provides a new 

and clear pedestrian movement structure between the Central Campus Heart and the 

East campus Heart and enriches social spaces along the structure. 

The position of the spine was chosen because it offers a direct line of sight from the  

east to the west of the campus and defines the major movement corridor, including 

encouraging access via the Smith Street Pedestrian bridge, connecting the balance 

of the campus on the other side of the busy Smith Street arterial.

With the distinguishing component of the spine being a series of high canopies  

reflecting the sub-tropical location, the canopies provide all-weather movement and 

coverage of adjoining courtyards, while the design also addresses equitable access 

for people with disabilities. 

The spine improves amenities for social interaction, provides space for event 

activation and is anchored at the eastern end by a new café and outdoor dining 

space. It also supports engagement with the new Advanced Design and Prototyping 

Technologies Institute (ADaPT 1.0), located at the western end of the spine, designed 

as a space for university collaboration with industry.

CASE STUDY
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Prosperity
The Gold Coast’s Gross Regional Product is estimated at 

$35.24 billion, which represents 11.1% of Queensland’s Gross 

State Product (GSP). In 2019 the City’s total population reached 

620,518 (ABS ERP 2019).

Traditionally the city’s prosperity has been driven by a strong 

tourism industry and servicing the local population across 

industries such as construction, retail and general services. 

In line with the City’s Economic Development Strategy, 

the GCHKP will foster collaboration between businesses, 

universities and industry to attract investment, diversify our 

economy and take advantage of future opportunities in the 

health and the new knowledge sectors. 

A recent precinct economic study estimated the employment 

within the GCHKP supports a total of 21,345 FTEs within the 

local economy of Gold Coast City. This figure is inclusive of 

direct (11,523 FTE); flow-on supply-chain (3,555 FTE) and 

consumption effects (6,268 FTEs).

The employment in the precinct generates the following  

impacts on the Gold Coast City: 

• Output – Gross turnover of $5.707 billion 

• Employment – Total FTE estimate of 21,345 jobs 

• Value-Added – $3.207 billion in value-added. 

/01 Medical conference, training and clinical trials hub  31

/02 Business and infrastructure Investment 32

/03 Telecommunications and sport infrastructure 34

/04 Case Study – Attraction of international companies 35

30



/01
Medical conference, training and clinical trials hub

From specialised medical simulation training to clinical trial facilities 

and a broad range of event facilities, the GCHKP is developing as an 

Asia-Pacific medical training, innovation and conference hub. 

Research and testing facilities in the GCHKP span the full spectrum 

across clinical and biomedical laboratories, industrial and engineering 

labs, access to specialised micro and nanotechnology clean room 

facilities and advanced 3D design and printing laboratories.

Facilities for training, events, clinical trials and specialised  

research include:

• GCUH – advanced tertiary training hospital, specialised medical 

simulation training, lecture and meeting facilities and clinical trials

• Griffith University – 600 seat auditorium, large range of lecture 

theatres and meeting rooms, extensive clinical training facilities, 

Red Zone visitor centre, multiple laboratories for medical, 

biomedical, engineering, industrial design and scientific research

• GCPH – specalised robotics surgery and training, clinical trials, 

lecture and meeting facilities offering RACGP approved education.

• ADaPT 1.0 – Additive manufacturing laboratories including  

$1.2 million titanium (medical grade) 3D printer

• World’s largest commercial glycan array (Institute for Glycomics)

• Griffith University Clinical Trials unit – core research facilities  

for Phase 1–4 trials

• Co-working and innovation space, including event and  

training facilities (Cohort)

• Specialised robotics surgery and training  

(Gold Coast Private Hospital)

• Event and meeting facilities and boutique hotel  

(Southport Sharks) 
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$500 million 
GRIFFITH UNIVERSITY
including Menzies Health Institute building,  
Griffith Business and the Science, Engineering  
& Architecture building school building

$1.76 billion
GOLD COAST  
UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 

GOLD COAST PRIVATE HOSPITAL

$230 million  
STAGE 1

$50 million  
STAGE 2

$16 million 
AQUATIC CENTRE

$80 million committed 

ADVANCED DESIGN AND PROTOTYPE 
TECHNOLOGY INSTITUTE 

SOUTHPORT SHARKS

$30 million 

$25 million 
MANTRA AT SHARKS

/02
Business and  
infrastructure investment 

A total of 22 capital works projects have been completed in the past decade  

to provide $5 billion in infrastructure to support the GCHKP’s development. 
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pre construction

GRIFFITH UNIVERSITY  
FLOORSPACE:

200,000+ SQM 

GOLD COAST 
UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 
FLOORSPACE:

170,000 SQM

GOLD COAST PRIVATE  
HOSPITAL FLOORSPACE:

60,000 SQM

SMITH COLLECTIVE:

70,000 SQM

SOUTHPORT SHARKS  
FLOORSPACE:

10,000 SQM

COHORT  
INNOVATION SPACE:

2,774 SQM

Land Use

po
st 

construction

GLINK

$1.6 billion 
STAGE 1

$500 million  
STAGE 2

$119 million
SMITH STREET  
HIGHWAY UPGRADE$550 million

SMITH COLLECTIVE  
(2018 COMMONWEALTH  
GAMES ATHLETES VILLAGE) 

$3 million
COHORT  
INNOVATION SPACE
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/03
Telecommunications and sport infrastructure

The City of Gold Coast is the first local government in Australia to 

invest in a carrier-grade fibre optic network to enhance its ability to 

deliver cutting edge customer experiences and support the delivery 

of high-speed large capacity internet to businesses and residents. 

The first stage of the fibre-optic network completed in 2017 runs 

alongside the light rail network and connects key city economic  

areas including the GCHKP.

The telecommunications infrastructure within the GCHKP consists  

for a fibre optic backbone with connections from four fibre access 

nodes, providing connection to a City’s Telecommunications 

Equipment Room, providing high speed carrier grade network to  

the internet and service provides. The facility has current connections 

to several carriers with multi gigabit connections from the Precinct.

Within the GCHKP, the network currently provides access to 300 

residential customers and the new innovation space in Cohort.

The GCHKP supports a range of sport and recreation facilities and 

open-space passive recreation opportunities. Griffith University’s new 

$16 million Aquatic Centre, comprising a state-of-the-art 50 metre 

pool and new gymnasium facilities, compliments the adjacent athletics 

track to create a campus sports hub, supplemented by social 

sporting facilities such as tennis and beach volleyball. The athletics 

track is an all-weather national standard training and competition 

venue with a synthetic running surface, a full throwing cage for 

hammer throw and discus as well as pole vaulting and a water jump.  

Southport Sharks includes one of the largest fitness centres on the 

Gold Coast and operates 24/7. Southport Sharks also includes  

high-level AFL playing fields available for training and match day 

games, with the club representing the city in the North East Australian 

Football League, winning the premiership in 2018.
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/04
Attraction of international companies to the GCHKP

The ever-increasing international profile and business opportunities within GCHKP have seen an increasing number 

of international companies investigating a physical presence. World leading 3D printing company Materialise was 

attracted to relocate its Australian Head Office from Sydney to the GCHKP in 2018. 

The Belgium-based company with branches worldwide, whose software and services enable patient-specific  

treatments that help improve and save lives, has partnered with Griffith University within the ADaPT 1.0 industry  

showcase facility working in areas such as developing orthopaedic and other medical devices. Materialise will be 

permanently located within the soon-to-be developed ADaPT 2.0.

Materialise’s open and flexible platforms enable players in industries such as healthcare, automotive, aerospace, 

art and design, and consumer goods, to build innovative 3D printing applications.

In the years ahead, Lumina, the 9.5 hectares of premium development-ready land sites provide significant  

opportunities for companies to establish their operations within the GCHKP.

CASE STUDY
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People
The Gold Coast is one of Australia’s most rapidly growing 

cities with a long history of population growth from just  

35,000 residents in the 1960s to over 620,518 residents  

in 2019 (ABS ERP 2019). By 2041, 943,000  people  

will call our city home. 

Our city boasts a multi-cultural mix of residents who are  

proud to live, work and play here, with a median age of 36. 

The Gold Coast also attracts millions of visitors annually from 

Australia and overseas spending almost $5 billion in 2018.

At 2019 the GCHKP had a small residential population which  

will grow rapidly as the Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth 

Games transitions into the Smith Collective mixed-use 

community.

Over 14,900 people are currently employed in the Precinct, 

which caters for over 20,000 students at Griffith University, 

including over 4000 international students. A further 450 high-

performing senior secondary students attend the Queensland 

Government’s Health Science Academy.

The GCHKP provides the ideal environment for smart minds  

to work together, and to attract the best talent from around  

the globe.

/01 Employment 37

/02 Students 38

/03 Accommodation 39
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8315 11,524

14,921*

20192016

Total Precinct Employment

FTEs

Key findings 2016 –2019
Employment numbers continue to grow 

across the precinct, including new 

employment opportunities. 

NOTE – a more in-depth analysis was 

undertaken across Precinct Partners in 

determining the 2019 employment figures 

when compared to 2016. This 2019 figure 

captures all workforce including full-time, 

part-time and casual.

1250
Griffith University 

Gold Coast  
University Hospital

5828

Staff

887
Gold Coast  

Private Hospital

250
Southport 

Sharks 

1171
Gold Coast  

Private Hospital

5680
Griffith University

291
Southport 

Sharks 

5
City of  

Gold Coast

Gold Coast  
University Hospital

7587

Staff

86
Cohort

61
Queensland Academy  

of Health Sciences

40
Smith  

Collective 

/01
Employment 

There are five main employing 

industries representing 92 per cent of all 

employment (FTEs) in the GCHKP. The 

main industries of employment are: 

   Health care services  

(5227 FTEs) 

   Technical vocational  

tertiary education  

(2864 FTEs) 

  Employment, travel agency and  

other administrative services  

(1556 FTEs) 

      Professional, scientific and  

technical services  

(720 FTEs) 

  Food and beverage services  

(260 FTEs)

2016

2019
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2016

Griffith University Students

Queensland Academy 
of Health Sciences

Australian 
students

International 
students

Arts, Education 
and Law

Business Health Sciences Other

34
02

2,
39

0

61
49

25
92

79
1

29
6

12
78

49
3

83
0

53
3

2019

39
19

24
42

68
32

25
79 37
5

26
2

13
93 85
4

10
32 63
7

18,754 
Grand total students

302

383

20,122 
Grand total students

Key findings 2016–2019
Student numbers at Griffith University  

grew from 2016 to 2019, representing a  

7 per cent increase. This increase represents 

both domestic and international students.

Students

/02
Students

2019

2019

2016

2016
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1251
Total dwellings in precinct

Smith Collective  
– Dwellings

Two-storey townhouses, 
three bedrooms and  

two bathrooms.

82

Two-bedroom,  
two bathroom 

apartments 

637

One bedroom 
apartments (of which 
172 are accessible)

532

517
beds

Griffith University  
– Student Accommodation

Five bedrooms

91

Two bedrooms

24

One bedroom 

4

One bed studio apartments

10

/03
Accommodation

The Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games 

Athletes Village, now named ‘Smith Collective’, 

will provide a legacy of a master planned mixed-

use development featuring 1251 dwellings with a 

mix of apartments and townhouses.

The permanent residences will provide for some 

2500 future residents.
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Council of the City of Gold Coast 
PO Box 5042 
Gold Coast MC 9729
P  1300 465 326 
W cityofgoldcoast.com.au

Gold Coast Health and Knowledge 
Precinct Project Office
Gold Coast Campus
Griffith University, QLD 4222
P +61 7 5552 9673
E contact@gchkp.com.au
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http://gchkp.com.au

