The Gold Coast Local Heritage Register
Heritage Information Series 5

This is Guideline
No.5 of a series of 12
prepared by City of
Gold Coast to assist
owners of heritage or
character properties in
maintaining or finding
out more information
about their property.
This guideline outlines
aspects of the Gold Coast
Local Heritage Register
including listing criteria,
nomination procedure, and
the development assessment
implications of listing. It will
be of assistance to those
property owners whose
place is listed on the Gold
Coast Local Heritage Register
or those property owners
contemplating nominating
their place for listing.

About the Gold Coast Local Heritage Register
The Queensland Heritage Act 1992 requires that local governments prepare and keep
registers of places of local heritage significance within their bounds. Accordingly, the Gold
Coast Local Heritage Register was launched in 2010, and is intended to protect places
that have heritage significance throughout the Gold Coast. Proposed development at
places listed in the Gold Coast Local Heritage Register is assessed against the Code
for IDAS for local heritage places (see Queensland Heritage Regulations 2003) and, in
some instances, the Heritage Overlay Code of the Gold Coast Planning Scheme. The
Register is administered in accordance with the Queensland Heritage Act 1992.
Heritage places provide a link with the past and show how our community has
developed from a string of small communities to a vibrant international city.
Heritage protection means that residents and visitors can continue to enjoy these
places and the valuable experiences they offer.
A listed place can be a building or a structure, an open space or landscape, a relic
or an object associated with a parcel of land. Heritage registers are also prepared
at a state level (the Queensland Heritage Register), and at a national level (the
National Heritage List and the Commonwealth Heritage List). The Gold Coast Local
Heritage Register includes several places that are also on the Queensland Heritage
Register in recognition that they are significant on both a local and a state level.

Listing Criteria

Nomination

Heritage organisations and bodies use a system of
heritage criteria for determining the significance of
places when considering their inclusion in heritage
registers. In Queensland, the Queensland Heritage Act
criteria are widely accepted and have been adapted for
use with the Gold Coast Local Heritage Register.

Anyone can nominate a place to the Gold Coast Local
Heritage Register by contacting City of Gold Coast
(contact details below). Places nominated are assessed
against the eight criteria outlined above and the process
may involve site visits, archival and library research,
study of oral histories, archaeological investigation, and
consultation with owners. Places which are then found to
meet at least one of the criteria are proposed to Council
for listing. They are then advertised in the local newspaper
and the owners are notified directly. Submissions are
then considered, after which their formal inclusion in the
Local Heritage Register may be adopted by Council.

A place can be entered in the Register if it has been assessed
as meeting one or more of the following significance criteria:
•• The place is important in demonstrating the evolution or
pattern of Gold Coast’s history
(An historically important place)
•• The place demonstrates rare, uncommon or endangered
aspects of Gold Coast’s cultural heritage
(A rare or uncommon place)
•• The place has potential to yield information that will
contribute to the knowledge and understanding of Gold
Coast’s history (A place with potential information)
•• The place is important in demonstrating the principal
characteristics of a particular class or classes of cultural
places (A place with class characteristics)
•• The place is important because of its aesthetic
significance (A place with aesthetic significance)
•• The place is important in demonstrating a high degree of
creative or technical achievement at a particular period
(A place of innovation)
•• The place has a strong or special association with a
particular community or cultural group for social, cultural
or spiritual reasons (A socially important place)
•• The place has a special association with the life or
work of a particular person, group or organisation of
importance in Gold Coast’s history (A place associated
with the life or work of a person or group).

Please note that assessment of nominations may take
some time, especially if considerable research is required.
Listing of privately owned places works best (and is
preferred) if supported by the property owner. Because of
their status, places entered on the Queensland Heritage
Register are automatically entered on the Gold Coast
Local heritage Register following Council resolution.

Development assessment
implications

Removal of places from the
Local Heritage Register

In many cases where change is desired to be
undertaken to a local heritage place an application will
need to be lodged with Council. The preamble to the
Gold Coast Local Heritage Register states that:

A place may be removed from the Gold Coast Local Heritage
Register if it can be successfully argued that it is no longer
a place of heritage significance for its area, that is, that it no
longer meets the listing criteria.

In the majority of cases there is considerable leeway
for development1 at a heritage place. Property owners/
developers should contact Council as part of their initial
planning. Often solutions can be arrived at which permit
development at a heritage place while retaining (its)
heritage significance...
Repairs and maintenance are encouraged and can
be carried out without approval from Council.
Development on places which are also listed on the
Queensland Heritage Register would trigger
referral to the Department of Environment and Heritage
Protection (DEHP), the Queensland Government
body which assists the Queensland Heritage Council
in administering the Queensland Heritage Act.
Guideline No. 6 provides more information about
the development and approvals process.

Development is defined under the Sustainable Planning Act (SPA) 2009 and includes building, repairing, altering, underpinning,
moving, demolishing, excavating or filling, renovations, alterations, additions, and changes to landscape or natural features, except for
Queensland Heritage Register places where development also includes painting and plastering that substantially alters appearance,
work on furniture, fitting and other objects associated with the place and which contribute to its cultural heritage significance.
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Further information
Where do I obtain further information?
Further information visit our web site at http://heritage.goldcoast.qld.gov.au or contact;
Office of City Architect and Heritage
City of Gold Coast
PO Box 5042
Gold Coast Mail Centre, QLD 9729.
Phone: 07 5582 8875

